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OFFICE OF THE CIlY MANAGER

Rance L Leaders, CityM~T F:Lt COpy_E 'VEO
Wayne D. Wiley, Assistant City Manager

December 10, 1992

9301.0350

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioners:

DfCf4t991

MAtlBRANCH
'-

DEC 15 1991

VIDEO IIMVtCl1

I am hoping you can help me address a question L"\
which was recently raised by a member of our Citi£ens ~~~

Cable Television Advisory Committee. We were discuss- ~~~_

ing the possibility of rates increasing due to r;; &"'" ~'1~
regula tions requiring cable companies to pay bro'"<> ~.I'
cast facilities for retransmission. ,~ .,~ <J

Shouldn't the requirement that broadcast signals 4t'~ ~ ~
be carried on a local system actually increase reve- ~~
nues for the broadcaster? Witha potentially larger ~f' ~
audience, broadcasters are able to charge higher
rates for advertising. Shouldn't they, in fact, be
paying the cable company? Please see the attached
information from the National Association of Broad-
casters.

Any help in clearing up this question will be
greatly appreciated.

~fi)
Cerise E. Brandell
ublic Information Manager

P. S. Please see attached comment regarding your pro-
posed rule making. f-i J:':
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Attachments - 2
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Room 206, City Hall, P.O. Box 1717, Battle Creek, Michigan 49016 Phone (616) 966·3378
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FCC PROPOSED RULE MAKING
Comments on Regulation of Cable Rates

The Greater Battle Creek Area Citizens Cable
Television Advisory Committee asks that, when develop
ing rate guidelines, the FCC ensure a fair rate of
return for cable operators while ensuring cable cus
tomers are not charged excessive amounts.
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~ cJoc;ument 4113.
a ApIIll-a - BroadCOat Engineering Confer~

ence.lClVega•. CaM(202) 429·5346.orocceu Het>F01C
dOcument 4123.

ure attempts at retrons-
U Feb. 21-16- 28th Anrut::A Man- 92-93Inder other ttatlonlln the

Iani', .... ' ...... -- .""'........ - -
ngs allocllCUISed anti- Broadcalt E=era, lJnIv. Of Notre
IegaVreguiatory affalrs- Dome. Cal ( 2) 429-5346. or ace...
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Cable Mtp. U e h Pr Justice Asks Delay In cable Cue
n rush Into anything - and be well-pre- Lost Wedneldav, the Depart,.

pared before entering negoflOttons,· were two ment of Justice (DOJ) reQuested Q
key meuages from NAB', regional coble meet~ delay of about three months Int~
Inga, whICh got underway last week. blleflng lCheduie for Tumer BroaG-

,NAB senIOr VP/TV Chuck Sherman~ each OCIIfng',1Ut agaInSt must-ccrryand
btoadCOlterIhouId take timeand carefullvwelgh ..-transmISSIOn consent ptOVIIIonI of
all corwIderatlOn.'1rt the marl,cet before deCiding the Coble Act. Ttl. DOJ petition
whether to opt for must-corrv or retrclntmlafon noted that because It will not de-
consent. To underIcore the Iriwent~ of brOOd- fendthecoae,Congrel8mu8thave
cost Signols, Shennon cited recent statistics from time to oot on Its own behalf - apme1hlng Inter-
Independent orgotlIlotfonI and the cable JndU8~ V8nlng partteJ, Including NAB, cannot do.

-,try. !tiel!~t~"' ..-*¥-·a__--NU .tlooglv ..,~du..." "*"'8 nd' '
considerably higher degr. 01 ....hlp than ..ntiojfhof the govemmenfhove cunp" time to
other cable offerings. One~ indicates an retain proper counsel.

=r::I:~m:::%O~ve::ci:u~~~~ FEe Ends Unauthorized Name Game
mgJor over-the-alr TV ligna"; two.. The Federal Election Comm.on has prQhlb.
thlrdlaay they probably would end lted the use of (1 .candldote'. name In the title or
their IUbtcrlptfoN tf l)roodcoatell other detlgnatlon of any comm'fllcatlon by un-
were not Included. outhortzed polltlcol commltt....The FEe tooktt.

Before entering Into retraneml.~ action because candidate namealn project tmes
lIOn negottottons, Sherman advtsed Inc::reotlnglyhave becomea~ for~~
broadcaeter. to consider numerous IZed commIttees to rolle fundi or dlllemlnate
f~otOt1, IncludIng: number of Ita- information In a manner that may be confwlng to
tfons In the morlcet. relative ranking the public. Untfl now. a candidate whO Ob}eCted

of each station, loCal program franchises, news to the use of hl$ or her name In this monner we.
ranking, and cpmpetfng cabCe IVIhtms or MMOS powerte" to prevent It.
provldet1. BroadcastMIhoutd teMp negotiations
amicable and out 01 the prea, Sherman sold.

Though seemingly the pafh of leqat re.lstonce,
must-carry co~ hurt fut
minion negotlqltioN or h·i'aWl ., ,,,,,,''PItl1OflCltl

The day-long meet!
trust considerationsand
InClUdIngtheFCC'stmptementottoncalendorand
the upcomingcourt bottle over the canstlMlonol
ltv ot the Cable Act's mu.t-carrv provisions.
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Over $8 MUlion valuation orcurrent JL S4.·.IJ- WlI1l1pment
general10n equlpmen, surplus to the .. 11...., AAJMI: .. •
continuing operations orThe ChristiMn TUC5. ~O(: 8th in 805C0Il. MA and .It,,ulcalC In J.oa An.... For
Science Publl,hlns Sodety delaU. (:IU 111e Rabin IJrothers Au(.1Ioncc.!rl'C Itt 1-800"'21-214"


